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Conclusion: No Structurally Similar Garments Exist

Somali traditional clothing is fundamentally based on draping (wrapping) large pieces of fabric, influenced by the Indian Ocean trade
and Islamic modesty. There is no historical garment in Somalia that features the sewn T-shaped robe structure fastened by an obi
(sash), which defines the Japanese Kimono.

£ Japanese Kimono

e Structure: Sewn T-shaped robe with fixed
sleeves.

e Wearing: Wrapped around the body and
secured with a wide Obi (sash). Requires
complex dressing steps.

e Materials: Silk, heavy cotton, or wool.
Designed for four seasons and layering.

e Function: High formality and ritual. Used
for weddings, ceremonies, and traditional
arts.

Key Differences at a Glance

so Somali Dirac

o Structure: A very large, wide piece of
lightly sewn, lightweight fabric.

o Wearing: Draped gracefully over an
underskirt (Gogorad). Secured by knotting or
pinning.

o Materials: Lightweight chiffon, polyester,
or thin cotton. Prioritizes ventilation for hot
climates.

e Function: Elegance and celebration. The
main formal attire for women at weddings
and parties.

so Somali Macawiis

o Structure: A rectangular or tubular cloth,
similar to a sarong.

e Wearing: Wrapped and knotted securely
around the waist, covering the lower body.

e Materials: Thin, breathable cotton.
Prioritizes practicality and freedom of
movement in heat.

e Function: Utility and daily wear. The
primary everyday and work attire for men.

© Cultural Context: Why So Different?

Japanese Kimono

Evolved in a temperate island nation, emphasizing linear beauty, formal
aesthetics, and concealing the body's shape. Its structure reflects a
culture of hierarchy, seasons, and complex tradition.

Somali Attire

Developed under the pressures of a hot, arid climate and the necessity for
modesty (Islamic faith). The draped, ventilated forms reflect practicality

and exposure to international fabric trade routes via the Indian Ocean.
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